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THESE BOOKS ARE. IMPORTANT 


Note: Somehow these books do not classify as essential items, though all - for one 
reason or another - are books for which a ready market exists, provided proper effort 
is made to reach it. In other words, they deserve high rating, but the sales wont 
Come without effort. : 

June 4 


Davis, Clyde Brion NEBRASKA COAST Farrar & Rinehart 





































* Davis is rapidly making a place for himself, but - so far — has not allowed 
himself to be pigon-holed. Now with his third book, Nebraska Coast, he bears witness 
again to the fact of his originality and independence of routine lines. This time he 
has written a frontier story that seems to bear the earmarks of authenticity and 
personal experience with as definite a note as his first book, The Anointed. The 
period is contemporaneous with the War between the States; the characters, a family 

@ of the Erie Canal district, accused of being "copperheads" by their neighbors, and 
therefore open-minded to suggestions that they follow the trail westward to Nebraska. 
The father is skilfully drawn, a man of good fellowship with a weakness for "oh-be- 
joyful" and for finding good excuses for not working. There is an aunt given to 

| spiritualism and table tipping. These, with the mother and the two younger children 

| travel by easy stages - settle near Nebraska City - and there await the miracle of 

| the coming of the steam wagon, During the waiting, they make a good living out of 

freighters, and see frontier life at its period of growing pains. Not strictly a 

novel, but one of the most alive bits out of the American panorama that I have read. 


Should have a good plus sale for older boys and girls. $2.75 
| June 16 

Dowdey, Clifford GAMBLE'S HUNDRED Little, Brown 

* Bugles Blow Wo More gave a picture of life in Richmond and the surrounding 


country during the Civil War which presented a new panel in the conception of that 
period. Now in this novel, Dowdey goes back to the inception of the idea of Richmond, 
when its founder, William Byrd of Westover, commissioned a young surveyor to lay out 
the plans for the city-to-be. Ballard is the hero of the story, which involves not 
only the plans for Richmond, but the bitter struggle between the large planters and 
the small, the squeeze-out policy of those early monopolies — and a love story as 
well. It is a superb picture of life along the James among the Tidewater people, 
rich and poor. And I read it under ideal conditions, while visiting Virginia homes 
and gardens and staying in reconstructed Williamsburg, where I could visualize the 
@ actual scenes brought into being by the text. The period with which the story deals 
was around 1736-37, when Williamsburg was at its peak. Don't forget next Spring, 
when Garden Week comes around, to list this for everyone of your customers southward— 
bound. And take your chance now to make a list of possible customers among those who 


have recently made that trip. $2.50 
o 196 = 
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Kalashnikoff, Nicholas THEY THAT TAKE THE SWORD Harper 


* It is difficult to convey the ways in which this biographical novel of a 
Russian revolutionary escapes the stigma of much modern Russian literature, the reason 
for its holding power throughout its staggering length. For it is fascinating and 
absorbing reading. In the compass of one life, partly fictional, it conveys a sense 
of a whole movement, with its many ramifications, the liberals, the terrorists, the 
conservatives, the revolutionaries in all their many aspects, and this against a 
psychological background of forces at odds within the person of the hero, pulled first 
one way, then another, inspired, disillusioned, tempered by his intimate and personal 
loves, hates and passions. The story covers 20 years - 1900 to 1920 - in detail, 
years that crystallized the change from Old Russia to New. But it is first and last 


a human document, written by a Siberian living in the U. S. Watch it. $3.00 
July 14 

Babson, Naomi Lane ALL THE TOMORROWS Reynal & Hitchcock 

* A Chinese family story from 1862 to the present day, following the indomit- 


able strain that came down from Fragrant Incense, to Apricot, to Felix and his two 
daughters, Pearl and Jade. Apricot fights against Chinese conventions, has an affair 
with a foreigner, but produces the heir to the house, for lack of another. A third 
generation follows, with a new twist to the Chinese motive, when two daughters give 
up the men they love, one for devotion to the Communist party, the other for marriage 
with a doctor, with whom she grows in wisdom and loveliness. Good background ma— 
terial for well-drawn characters and family and personal problems, as the change is 
traced from the ways of old China to new, with the incomplete adjustment to foreign 
customs and the evidences of the overhanging Japanese threat. $2.50 


ADD TO THESE A FEW GOOD BETS IN -- 


A new novel by Barry Benefield, APRIL WAS WHEN IT BEGAN (Reynal & Hitchcock); a new 
Dos Passos, ADVENTURES OF A YOUNG MAN (Harcourt, Brace); a Myron Brinig, ANNE MINTON'S 
LIFE (Farrar & Rinehart); a new Michael Arlen, THE FLYING DUTCHMAN (Doubleday, Doran). 
Not tops, any of them, but watch them. (See below for reports). 


May 16 


Benefield, Barry APRIL WAS WHEN IT BEGAN Reynal & Hitchcock 


Sentiment plus, and less robust than Valtant Was The Word for Carrie.: This 
errs a bit on the side of whimsy, in the story of a very young man in publishing 
and how chance precipitated him into the household of a physicist gone somewhat nuts 
on the subject of the spirit world, to the neglect of his motherless child and the 
she-dragon ex-medium who serves as bodyguard and servant. It is a story of the path- 
etic struggles of adolescent love to grow up, and of how Fate brought a new element 
into the picture when the dream girl was on the verge of capturing the young man. 
Charming, whimsical, a bit Nathanish and studiedly free of embellishments. I did not 


like it so well as its predecessors, but it has many of the necessary ingredients for 
success. $2.50 


May 18 V 


Borden, Mary PASSPORT FOR A GIRL Harper 


This somehow does not ring quite true. One feels it is a somewhat feeble 
echo of Mortal Storm, with many of the same characteristics, less well blended. An 
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English girl, slightly leftish in her sentiments, falhs in love with an Austrian lad, 
part Jewish. The period is the time of the Anschluss. They escape together, to 
England, where she expects her step-father of the Foreign Office and her conventional, 
socially ambitious mother, to accept the youth with open arms as a prospective son-in- 
law. Intolerance, indifference and ignorance, sugar-coated but none the less a bar- 
rier, eventually break them down and they are separated, the boy to go back to Austria 
in a vain attempt to rescue his mother; the girl to fall desperately ill. The story 
is used as springboard for pages of outpourings on the subject of England's foreign 
and domestic policies, and European conditions generally. A disappointing book from 


Mary Borden. $2.50 ve 


May 267 (5 


Stevenson, D. E. A WORLD IN SPELL Farrar & Rinehart 


So-soish time passer, but not a quaint charmer like her Miss. Buncle nor yet 
a Wellsian power of projection. A story of 19173, of a world depopulated and made 
barren, of the escape of a small group through the foresight of a scientist, and of 
their reestablishment through the preparations the scientist had made for the cata- 


Clysm. There is adventure and a romance withal. $2.00 
June 1 
Dos Passos, John ADVENTURE OF A YOUNG MAN Harcourt, Brace 


Once again I must confess to a lack of personal enthusiasm for Dos Passos. 
Of course, I realize that I am probably missing out on one of the modern creators of 
the literature of the future, but the fact remains that I am bored. Having confessed 
as much, I go further and acknowledge that Dos Passos, seen from a distance and on a 
large scale canvass, grows in stature; that he handles the flashback manner better 
than any of his contemporaries; that he has a certain vigor and boldness in drawing 
types (rather than humans) and that he knows his proletarian background. This new 
novel is the first in a series of contemporary fictional portraits, again stemming 
from the industrial-social problems of today. He has gotten away from his usual tech- 
nique, the story is more direct, he has drawn the odyssey of a young man of good will, 
through the industrial and economic sore spots of the world. He is ripe for the 
Communists ~ then for the C.I.0. - but he escapes into the backwash of all such ideal- 
ists in modern literature, the Spanish Civil War. This book seems stereotyped, there 
is little that is new, little of dramatic interest, and it lacks the vigor of his more 


important books. Or so it seems to me. BUT he has his following. $2.50 
June XY [Vw 
Brinig, Myron ANNE MINTON'S LIFE Farrar & Rinehart 


Here's a story which capitalizes a headline news story of recent vintage - 
the story of the youth who kept Fifth Avenue on tiptoes while he made up his mind to 
jump from a window of the Gotham Hotel. The scene is shifted to Los Angeles; the 
prospective suicide is a young woman; and the story of her background in mental in- 
stability and the ten hours’ suspense during which people plead and watch in vain, 
provides the springboard for parallel stories of the lives of those others in the 


picture, - a playboy, a pair of lovers, and so on. Suspense maintained in spite of 

the mechanism. Skilful capitalizing on sensational true life material, but not A-1 

stuff. $2.50 
June 9 

Bassett, Sara Ware A SON OF THE SEA Doubleday, Doran 


A fourway romance, with a fifth for pivot. The setting Cape Cod, as usual, 
with Marylee wavering between the city man, recuperating on the Cape, and the local 
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boy who has always considered her his property. There is a second string romance in 
the city, with a bit of double dealing in regard to the convalescent's deserted job. 


Typical conservative rental - all done up with chowder and gossip and homespun odds 


and ends. Somewhat second rate, but useful. $2.00 
June 14 
Hyams, Edward S. THE WINGS OF THE MORNING Little, Brown 


One of these "idea" books, built on contemporana, social and political, 
with plot coming in third, and falling flat because of extreme intellectualizing of 
situations. A suicide brings a group of people into juxtaposition; circumstances 
make them heir to a fund to form a society for the preservation of good forces in an 
evil-ridden world. A Utopian society is formed; the locale shifts from England to 
the Rasque country; the aim of the group seems to be wholly unresolved. The author 
reveals himself as an idealist, a liberal, a humanitarian; he writes challengingly 
at moments; but his characters are psychoanalytical test tubes, and his eccentric 
characters run away with his story. $2.50 


POST STORIES OF 1938 Little, Brown 


Entertainment value plus - intellectual value minus. Tales, for the most 
part, with plot interest predominating, popular in appeal, slick in mechanism, but 
contributing little to the picture of the short story in process of development. The 
stories selected are characteristic of the individual authors, which number among 
them such names as Guy Gilpatric, Walter Edmonds, Norman Raine, Lt. Col. Thomason, 
Charles L. Clifford, Patterson McNutt, MacKinlay Kantor, etc. A good list, and a 
good collection of stories. In your rental library, try these for your list of 
recommendations for convalescents (who like short stories but can rarely find good 
popular ones for rent). $2.50 


June 20 
O'Brien, Edward J., ed. THE BEST SHORT STORIES: 1949 Houghton, Mifflin 


These are stories of "social significance" for the greater part, and their 
social implications plus the editor's own tests of organic substance and artistic 
form seem to set their level. There are a few newcomers in the collection - and most 
of them seem to be content with presenting the times through the jobless, mobsters, 
labor problems, farmers’ meetings, colored economists, Jews, etc., rather than telling 
a story. There are some familiar names, such as Albert Halper, Jesse Stuart, William 
Saroyan, Morley Callaghan, Paul Horgan, etc., but most of the names are not well known 
to the modern magazine reader, and many periodicals of small circulation are tapped 
for sources. One might suggest mixing these stories with the Post Stories for a 
balanced ration of entertainment and social betterment. I'd bet on the Post Stories 
winning out. $2.75 


June 23 


Attaway, William LET ME BREATHE THUNDER Doubleday, Doran 


A first novel by a young Negro, too reminiscent of Steinbeck's Of Mice and 
Men for its own good. The same note cannot ring true, twice, it seems, or perhaps 
it is that this author lacks the artistry of the other, in telling a story that has 
moments of emotional fervor, moments of tenderness. This is a story of two road 
bums and the youngster they drag along. They get a job at a sheep ranch — get in 
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trouble with the daughter - try to make a getaway, and so on. There are nice Spots - 
but the book as a whole doesn't quite come off. Tough talk - not for the squeamish. 


$2.00 


July 14 


Ayres, Ruby M. THE THOUSANDTH MAN Doubleday, Doran 


Even trashier than usual, in the story of Robin who has her head turned by 
a sudden windfall, goes to Paris to be "finished", returns to London spoiled — and 
has a few tough turns of fortune's screw before she finds that the gigolo she has 
attached in Paris is a rotter, and the friend of the family is the 1000th man. $2.00 


Arlen, Michael THE FLYING DUTCHMAN Doubleday, Doran 


An original idea, with topical implications, which moves along at a smart 
pace through the tart, cynical, urbane dialog rather than the action. Limited in 
sales appeal to those who like this sort of witty fantasy, with a bit of a moral 
tucked behind the theme. The story of Chance Winter, caught in the mesh of self hate. 
His contempt for himself is reflected in his contempt for humanity, whom he tries to 
lead by the nose, to trick, to debase. He forms a secret circle of anarchist-killers, 
responsible for the evil forces at large in the world. Cloud, sophisticated American, 
in love with Mary Winter, tells the story of this anti-Christ. It is arresting in a 


sense, with a certain suspense and mystification. $2.00 
6/23 
Maugham, W. Somerset + ed. TELLERS OF TALES Doubleday, Doran 


What an anthology of short stories and long, from as far back as Sir Walter 
Scott on the other side, and Washington Irving on this side, through the gallery of 
masters, Balzac, Flaubert, de MaupasSant,*%Kipling, Saki, Stevenson, Henry James, 
Anatole France, Oscar Wilde, Conan Doyle, Schnitzler, Wells, Tolstoy, Gorki, Conrad, 
Poe, Lardner, Katherine Mansfield, D. H. Lawrence and so on and so on — down to the 
moderns who are creating today's classics, ~ Thomas Mann, Christopher Isherwood, Kay 
Boyle, H. E. Bates, Dorothy Parker, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, Katherine 
Anne Porter, Erskine Caldwell. Yes, they are all there, with many of the stories 


‘that have made them famous. It is the kind of list that stimulates more lists. And 


it is brought into one volume by one of the masters of the story form himself. An- 
other Omnibus.- but one that should live long and flourish. And there's nothing 
stereotyped about it. $3.75 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


May 17 


Seifert, Adele DEEDS ILL DONE M. S. Mill Co. 


On the distaff side of the mystery ledger, pleasant reading, but not fast 
paced nor intricate enough for your hard-headed fans. A sudden death on the — 
of the return of an erring daughter, sets a small community by the ears. There's 
plenty in the victim's background to provide motives - and a nice aunt and an old 
friend criminologist set about running down the murderer, and saving the girl and 
her girlhood beau. Limited doings - but amiable. $2.00 


June 9 : 
Woodthorpe, R. C. THE NECESSARY CORPSE Doubleday, Doran 


Far-fetched gangster yarn, suggesting a satire rather than a straight 
thriller. There's plenty of rip-roaring comedy stuff, recalling the old time 





























May 1, 1939 Fictton - 181 - 


comedies with chasing through crowded streets, etc. There are Americans run riot in 
London, all drawn a bit out of focus. There are successions of false alibis, near 
deaths et al. $2.00 


June 14 
Bower, B. M. THE SINGING HILL Little, Brown 


More romance than western, in the story of a girl who is trying to make a 
ranch pay, and whose neighbor wants to marry her, willy nilly. Her solace is singing. 
And along comes a stranger (a musician incognito) who helps her - and falls in love 


in the process. No big time shooting and fighting. $2.00 
June 20 
Palmer, John THE MAN IN THE PURPLE GOWN Dodd, Mead 


With the recurrent Othello theme, a decadent English strain works out its 
destiny through two murders on the same night. A Scotland Yard member of the house~ 
party solves one crime, and then lets the second murder work out that killing. Not 


in the usual vein - interesting from psychological angle. $2.00 
June 23 
Rohmer, Sax THE DRUMS OF FU MANCHU Doubleday, Doran 


Apparently deathless feud between Nayland Smith and Fu Manchu goes on. The 
involving of all Europe in war seems to be at stake, this time, and there are plenty 
of near calls, and the latest trick inventions come into play for the dirty work. 
Usual type of fancy job ~ a time passer. $2.00 


July 12 


Haycox, Ernest THE BORDER TRUMPET Little, Brown 


Indian troubles in Arizona and U.S. Army as background for a good yarn with 
plenty of counterplot. A strict disciplinarian gets his when a real campaigner runs 


down the leader of the Indian marauders - and gets the girl. $2.00 
July 14 

Hendryx, James B. BLACK JOHN OF HALFADAY CREEK Doubleday, Doran 

* A collection of stories about a personable outlaw who rules with an iron 


hand, copes with scheming crooks, and wins battle of wits with unruly newcomers. The 
writing is above average, quiet and easy going in spite of rough background. Does 
not belong to the fast-shooting, buckets~-of-blood genre. $2.00 


Howes, Royce DEATH RIDES A HOBBY Doubleday, Doran 


Captain Lucias' investigation of the murder of a department store head pro- 
vides plenty of repetitious questioning of suspects and revolves around the leader's 
hobby for photography, which includes ladies in the nude. Not a dignified sleuth, 
Lucias manages to bluff a confession. Average good. $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 


NO "MUSTS" BUT A HANDFUL DESERVING SPECIAL NOTE 


Cecile Hulse Matschat's SEVEN GRASS HUTS (Farrar & Rinehart); Ruth Gruber's I WENT TO 
THE SOVIET ARCTIC and Hugh Gibson's BELGIUM (Doubleday, Doran) - all have a good 
chance though not a made to order market. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


May 8 
Timbres, Rebecca J. WE DIDN'T ASK UTOPIA Prentice Hall 


A rather gallant and very readable account of two Quakers in present day 
Russia. Harry Timbres has done pioneer work on malaria control in Russia and India, 
and returned with his wife and daughters, to do another year of this work in Soviet 
Russia. This book tells of their experiences in a country in transition, of the every- 
day life, through letters and journals. The people, the living conditions, the per- 
petual conflict between Old Russia and New, as not yet well defined. They spent most 
of the time in Marbumstroy, on the Volga - and they saw socialized medicine in opera- 
tion. Primarily, however, a human document, the ups and downs of a family, personal, 
human and likeable. Harry Timbres died there of typhus. This book is a tribute to 
him. $2.50 


Loomis, Andrew FUN WITH A PENCIL Viking 


Drawing reduced to the lowest common denominator. A successful illustrator 
has analyzed the difficulties and indicated the way around them by presenting, a step 
at a time, through humorous (and at the same time practical) text and charts and diag~- 
rams and pictures the basic principles of line, form, perspective, proportion, etc. 

He does not pretend to go into the creative aspects of drawing, but simply provides the 
ways and means of "having fun with a pencil". It works out almost like a game - and 


should appeal to anyone with the slightest urge in that direction, $3.00 
May 9 
Trager, Martelle W. NATIONAL PARKS OF THE NORTHWEST Dodd, Mead 


This should prove a valuable first aid to planning ~ and executing - a trip 
through the National Parks, not only those described (and experienced), but to others, 
For the Trager family and another small family, joined forces for a circuit of Yellow- 
stone, Teton Park, Glacier Park, Olympic National, Mt. Ranier, Crater Lake, Rocky 
Mountain and Estes Park, and managed to take in various other things en route. 

Mrs. Trager gives a traveler's view of the things they did, what they saw, and how 
they saw it. They went by motor, but they used horses, mules, etc., within the parks 
themselves. They stayed at hotels, in cabins, or camped outdoors as the moment de- 
manded. The final section is devoted to lists of clothes, equipment, costs, seasonal 
offerings, methods of transportation, available accommodations, and data about dis- 
tances and sights. A handbook for practical use, rather than a book for home con- 
sumption. Illustrated with photographs, which may serve to liven a somewhat pedantic 


text. $2.50 
~ 
May 3° 2 
Hino, Corporal Ashihei WHEAT AND SOLDIERS Farrar & Rinehart 
* Contains a complete translation of Earth and Soldters. plus a condensed ver~ 


sion of Wheat and Soldiers. The one is the author's diary of his departure from Japan 
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life on the boat, drills and final landing and baptism of fire before the entry into 
Kiashan. The second part (published in Japan first) gives the story of a Japanese 
unit cut off by the Chinese and close to complete extinction at the time they are 
Saved. It is a moving picture of despair and hatred of war. The book sold nearly 
half a million copies in a few months, which is interesting in view of its honesty 
and its lack of propaganda. The human quality of the text, the personal appraisal 
of men in his command, the Chinese he encountered, the fraternity of war, its fut-— 
ility - all this gives it distinction, and reveals the emotional and intellectual 
reactions of the author. Thoroughly readable ~ and important as the first hand pic- 


ture of the struggle in the Far East. Translated by Shidzue Ishimoto. $2.00 
May 16 
Bush, Dr. I. J. GRINGO DOCTOR Caxton 


Heading for Texas because of ill health, Dr. Bush first practiced in Fort 
Davis, learned to love the life, people and finally settled in El Paso, where he often 
crossed the border and traveled in Mexico, and was in the thick of the Madero-Orozco 
revolution against Diaz. He gives an interesting picture of the fighting around 
Juarez, his medical work, smuggling a cannon across the Rio Grande, and portraits, 
from personal experience, of the leaders, including Pancho Villa. He has his say on 
the U. S. attitude towards Mexico, and presents his personal interpretations of 
Mexican archaeology, Indian history, and gives stories of hunting trips, kidnappings, 
and experiences not without danger to himself. A somewhat different angle on the 
usual medical material. Illustrated. $4.00 


May 18 


Digby, George DOWN WIND Dutton 


Further experiences of the author of Goose Feathers, this time in China, 
Australia, New Zealand, through the 1920's. Roving journalism kept him moving, 


financial stringency drove him into all sorts of jobs, - catching rabbits for a liv- 
ing, taking:a shipment of rams to South America, etc. Full of bits of human drama 
and human interest, ~— how he kept a man sober for his wedding, how he found out things 


he could never print in Shanghai, his delight in the Chinese and dislike of the Japan- 
ese, life on the Australian plains, a friendly ghost, etc.- an opportunist makes the 
most of experiences under the urge of wanderlust. Doesn't prove anything, but reads 
well and is entertaining enough in spots. $3.00 


May 19 


Stirling, Yates Rear Admiral US N SEA DUTY Putnam 


A book designed to depict the career of an average run-of-the-mine naval 
officer from Academy days to the top of the ladder. Stirling has a flair for writing, 
and his personal experiences have included a wide range of service, bridging the gap 
between the old navy and the new. Perhaps the high spot of his career, from the news 
angle, is the inside story of the much publicized Massie case in Hawaii, to which he 
gives due attention. He commanded the Yangtze Patrol during the most interesting 
events in the Far East, and he knows how to write of what he has done and seen. 

"Good of its kind and better written than many similar efforts" says our expert on 
things nautical. Illustrated. $3.00 


May 2 19 | 
Benet, Stephen Vincent THE DEVIL AND DANIEL WEBSTER Farrar & Rinehart 


The libretto of an opera based on the famous short story, with interpolated 


songs and heightened dramatic action. To be produced May 18. $1.50 
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May 26 


John, Katherine THE PRINCE IMPERIAL Putnam 


This is perhaps more a portrait of the times, of Napoleon III, that benevo- 
lent, soft and rather distraught emperor, and his wife, Eugenie, than it is the story 
of the boy heir. From birth he was a diffident, bored child, interested only in the 
pageantry of war. His petted mother set up a carnival court as background for his 
childhood. At 14 the war of 1870 gave him his great adventure ~ which ended in the 
fiasco of revolution and exile. Then the years in England, his emergence from mili- 
tary school superficially brilliant, charming, buoyant, basically grave, defeated. 
Eventually he met death in a slight scrape in Zululand. This book is almost too de- 
tailed for popular consumption, but has the authenticity of its dependence on con- 


temporary records. A college and library item primarily. $3 
sO 
Mey t- Youre 1S 
Matschat, Cecile Hulse SEVEN GRASS HUTS Farrar & Rinehart 
* An engineer's wife tells her side of the story, in a fascinating account of 


experiences in the interior of Brazil, Patagonia, up the Amazon, in central Panama, 
in central Guatemala. She has put into this the same warmth and color and sense of 
drama that characterized Suwannee River, She developed, bit by bit, a profession of 
her own, drawing and painting, in careful detail, the flora and fauna of the jungles 
she loved. And she has drawn with her pen, equally vivid pictures of the life and 
the natives, and has brought in enough of the factual background to give one a sense 
of sharing these experiences in modern frontier adventure. Illustrated with photo- 


graphs and drawings, contributed by the author. $3.00 
May 22— Nye 2 
NY , 
Gruber, Ruth I WENT TO THE SOVIET ARCTIC Simon & Schuster 


* Eminently readable account of the author's travels to — and stay + in 
Igarka, Soviet port of 6 years' growth. A good picture of the scope of Soviet prog- 
ress in all fields, of the opening up of the northern sea route, of the contribution 
made by women to pioneering. There are numerous good pictures of the people she met, 
detailed descriptions of the conditions under which they lived, the progressive work 
they were doing. It is enthusiastic, alive, full of human interest - and lightened 
with the personal evaluation of things experienced, which gives it distinct appeal 
for the average reader. Her fitness for the assignment - the youngest woman ever 
awarded a PHD from Cologne, a traveling fellowship over all of Europe, an assignment 
from the Herald-Tribune to fly to Igarka and make this report - evidenced in the text 
of this story. $3.00 


June 2 


Wilson, J.G. & Pescor, M.J. PROBLEMS IN PRISON PSYCHIATRY Caxton 


Two doctors in public health service discuss the role of psychiatry in 
present day prison work. The book is an unfortunate straddle, neither popular in 
presentation, nor sufficiently technical for medicos. The first few chapters cover 
briefly historical aspects of prison, reforms, innovations, etc., and the current > 
conflict between necessary administrative measures and true reformation of individ 
uals, the need for discipline and regimentation versus psychological treatment. The 


bulk of the book covers the primary psychological types of criminals; the last part 


$4.00 


speeific psychological problems. Interesting material not too well handled. 
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June 6 


Edward T. WHEN SOCIAL WORK WAS YOUNG Macmillan 


Limited appeal in the reminiscences of a pioneer in social service. The 
market is narrowed to those in the field, through the manner of presentation, the 
lack of warmth and color in the telling. Pictures the early years of the New York 
Charity Organization Society, the tenement house reform, the preventative and dis- 
aster work. He contrasts the old ways with the modern ways, the problems then and 
now, the personalities of the past. But there is insufficient drama and human inter- 
est in the way he has presented his story of a life that must have abounded in both. 


$1.75 


Devine, 


June 8 


Holyoake, Janet Joy THE MEMOIRS OF A BOARDING KENNEL Greystone 


Likeable account of running a "dog hotel" and the fractious, accommodating, 


difficult, delightful boarders who made the place a paying institution. There is 
practical information in both text and appendices, from an English angle, for those 
interested in the business, pointers on trimming, exercising, diseases, handling dogs 


(and their owners), all in readable form drawn from personal experience. Special 
interest for those in the business - general interest for dog lovers. Illustrated. 
$2.00 
June 143 
Rader, Melvin NO COMPROMISE: The Conflict Between Two Worlds Macmillan 


A philosopher analyzes the basic premises on which the theories and prac-— 
tices of Fascism in its various manifestations has been developed. He quotes its 
own exponents as his authorities, and bit by bit builds up a grim terror holding no 
hope for present or future compromise. He does somewhat what Borghese did in Goltath 
but uses a different approach and arrives at different - and more disturbing - con- 
clusions. He analyzes in scholarly fashion, the relation of Fascism to the doctrines 
of Pareto, showing how it stems from his theories, and where it departs from then. 
He concludes by urging the necessity of union, pointing out that in disunion Fascism 
finds its opportunity, and that the Red peril is largely a figment of Fascist propa- 
ganda and must be accepted as a vital part of union, if Fascism is to be defeated. 


$3.50 


June 20 
Frost, George Edwin PLANETS, STARS AND ATOMS Caxton 
", . .a summary of the important rudiments of astronomy and related sciences" 


for school and amateur use, systematically arranged. From a discussion of the uni- 
verse, it goes on to detailed descriptions of telescopes, spectroscopes, photography 
and the individual planets, stars, comets, tides, to atoms, matter and energy, rela- 
tivity, radiation, light, sound, etc., and traces historical findings and thinking 
to present day discoveries. There are sky maps and definitions and facts for handy 
reference. Not easy a b c presentation, but good material for intelligent beginners. 


Illustrated. $3.00 


Sayre, Francis Bowes THE WAY FORWARD: Macmillan 
The American Trade Agreements Program 


A book for a limited and specialized market. An exhaustive study of the 
background of trade agreements, of the American system in its applications and rami- 
fications. The book is based on a number of lectures, and successive chapters cover 
various aspects but are skilfully woven into a whole. Not for popular reading. $2.75 
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Ferewz2 “juls yO 
Neifeld, M. R. PERSONAL FINANCE COMES OF AGE Harper 


Perhaps experts and those in the field are not puzzled by this title, but 
the layman needs to know that this is a study of those agencies that have developed 
various forms of consumer credit, personal finance agencies, and all of those organi- 
zations outside the pale of regular banking which handle building and loan, install- 
ment buying, cash credit institutions, etc. The author goes into the problems of 
licensing, regulating and legislating for such non-banking institutions. He studies 
the distribution and the types, in this country and in Canada and Hawaii. He dis- 
cusses the social and legislative changes, the types of borrowers, the operations, 
costs, statistics, gross income, collection problems, expenses and net earnings. A 
very specialized book. $3.50 


dane 25 2/8 
Beard, Daniel Carter HARDLY A MAN IS NOW ALIVE Doubleday, Doran 


The head of the Boy Scout movement in this country tells of a long and 
active life, from a Tom Sawyerish boyhood contemporaneous with the Civil War, of 
training for Civil Engineering, of travel, of work with magazines, of experiences 
with people along the way - and of the Boy Scouts. Entertaining, leisurely reminis-— 
cences, good Americana, with an appeal wider than the Scout market (or even the scouts 
grown up). $3.00 


June 2 19 r/y 3 


Freud, Sigmund - MOSES AND MONOTHEISM Knopf 


A new book by Freud means sales. But - this you should note - is not in 
line with his psychological writings, but belongs in the field with his Totem and 
Taboo, for anthropologists, etc. Moses is the original "father figure" and Freud 
shows the role that figure has played in Jewish and Christian evolution. There are 
many speculative digressions, theorizations (many debatable ones), and there is little 


in common with his lucid, scientific writings in his major field. Very limited in 


Late—June Tub, \) 
Colby, Merle ALASKA: A Guide. to the. Last Frontier Macmillan 


Comprehensive fact book of Alaska's history, points of interest, resources, 
train, boat and plane and highway travel, anecdotes, hunting and fishing, places to 
stay, prices, etc., etc. Complete coverage for the prospective traveler, with sug- 
gestions for various types of trips, and ways of getting to Alaska. Not a personal 
experience travel book, but manages to convey a sense of enthusiasm for the territory, 
its background and future. Good library item, and practically a must for Alaska 
travelers. $3.00 


Jw3ky 67 lo/ + 
Duncan, Walter Jack FIRST AID TO PICTORIAL COMPOSITION Harper 


This is addressed to students and is intended to fill the gap in texts on 
the three main factors of creative art, - drawing, painting and composition. His 
method is a workable one, based on precept and example. It is definitely a how-to- 
do book, and in addition is a survey of what has been done historically. He takes 
up the main points of harmony, balance, distribution, use of horizontal and vertical 
and converging lines, architectural values, etc. Very specialized. $2.50 
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28 
July ¥4 


Gibson, Hugh BELGIUM Doubleday, Doran 


The ideal guidebook to Belgium, by an ex-ambassador, who knows and loves 
her. Good reading for stay-at-homes; good factual background for an understanding 
of the staunch little country; and - from the guidebook angle, an inspiration and 
traveling companion for adventure and experience. His psychology of travel is sound; 
he gives a brief history of Belgium, her people, her struggle for independence; he 
surveys her manners and customs, her arts and crafts; he takes the towns, one at a 
time, making his readers feel as if they were sharing the experience with him; he 
writes of the festivals and the mediaeval survivals. And he does it all with sly 
humor — even in handling the tabloid lives of the Saints. There are excellent 
appendices including the lives of the Flemish painters, lists of their works, com- 
pilations, etc. First rate. $3.50 


THESE BOOKS RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR REPORT IN PROPER PLACE 


Published 
Ash, Edward C. BOOK OF THE DOG Macmillan 


This is a new book by the author of a standard book, and properly belongs 
in the sporting book section as it is of interest primarily for breeders. It gives 
the tables of English winners, points for show, discussion of dog physiology, of 
breeding for color and of pedigree. Chapters on the origin of the domesticated dog, 
the care and treatment of ailments, accidents and disease, the commercial side of 
breeding, kennel musts, etc. Comprehensive job for those who wish to breed or show, 
but not a necessity for the average dog owner. Fully illustrated. $5.00 


Strachey, John HOW SOCIALISM WORKS Modern Age 


A blue print of the socialist method of producing and distributing goods 
and services as contrasted with the capitalistic method. The emphasis is on the 
economic aspects, not the social and political. He claims that plenty and security 
are possible and indicates how and to what extent. He stresses planned production 
for use not profit, indicates how a planning authority would settle the proportions 
of consumers' goods and during what period. He shows how it has worked in Russia 
(but does not show how it has failed to work). He discusses the basic units of 
or ganization, - government, consumer cooperatives, producer cooperatives, and winds 
up with a brief survey of the social effects, the abolition of sharp class distinc- 
tions, and the incentives to work. A good brief summary of the main economic factors 
in socialism, presented by an idealist who has a practical viewpoint. A useful primer 
of socialism. $ .50 


PUBLISHED PLAYS 


Coffee, Lenore & Gowen, W. J. FAMILY PORTRAIT Random House 
In book form, the play dealing with the family of Jesus. $2.00 
Toller, Ernst PASTOR HALL Random House 


BLIND MAN'S BUFF 


In one volume, two plays by the famous German dramatist. $2.00 


~N 
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Published 


Marett, R. H. K. AN EYE WITNESS OF MEXICO Oxford 


An Englishman's viewpoint of modern Mexico, and the clearest analysis of 
the political and social and economic upheaval I have read. The early part of the 
book is a more or less routine account of his introduction to Mexico; then comes his 
marriage to a Mexican girl of the upper classes, and his initiation into the inner 
social circles. As a representative first of the Mexican Railway Company and later 
the Mexican Eagle Oil Company, he was in a position to see at first hand the results 
of the revolution, of the policy of Mexico for the Mexicans and finally of the ex- 
propriations. He does an excellent job in helping clarify the political and economic 
entanglements for the average reader, and gives a good background for better under- 
standing of the current problems. He manages to keep a reasonably objective view- 
point, showing where Cardenas has actually accomplished things for the good of his 
country, and where the innate character of the Mexicans is bringing failure out of 
his economic policies. $3.00 


Tressler, Irving D. WITH MALICE TOWARD ALL Stackpole 


How to Lose Friends. and Tressler. Quiz’ should have established some idea of 
the possible market of this somewhat humorous account of a trip South, Florida, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Alabama. Satire in hyperbole as to places to stay, things to 
eat, fellow travelers, places to see, incidents along the way. Doesn't measure up 
to Benchley and Thurber, and at times seems a bit strained. Illustrated. $2.00 


Majed | sn ee 
Goslin, Ryllis & Omar DON'T KILL THE GOOSE Harper 


Pictorial, economic analysis at its best was seen in the authors' &1cA Man, 
Poor, Man. Now they have done it again in the same manner, with graphic technique and 
excellent text to show how income is acquired and how spent, the relation of con- 
sumption to production, and the various prescriptions for prosperity. They outline 
the objectives of the New Deal, pose questions pro and con, and discuss in brief and 
pungent form, dramatized with graphs and charts, the various panaceas, ~ the Townsend 
Plan, cooperatives, the industrial expansion act, and so on. The last section pre- 
sents a program for housing and a program for youth. Stimulating and challenging. 


$2.50 


reps Juni 22. 
Rusk, Ralph, editor THE LETTERS OF RALPH WALDO EMERSON Columbia Univ. Press 


A stupendous and definitive piece of scholarship, this six volume work in- 
cluding 2, 313 letters never before printed and 271 first given in full. The sources 
of other already published letters are given, and these volumes comprise, therefore, 
the whole picture of Emerson as the most voluminous letter writer of his time. The 
letters reveal the man, the philosopher, the divine, the student, the mystic. They 
show, in fact, the whole man, with a humor unsuspected by many, with the nucleus of 
ideas later developed. They give an intimate picture of his daily life, of his 
family and friends, of his moods and theories. The introduction by Professor Rusk, 
indicates the approach made to his subject, and the analysis of the relation of the 
man and the letters. This is definitely a specialized item, for those who want a 
complete library of Emersonian material, for well-equipped college libraries, for 
public libraries. They are important not only for their contribution to the under- 
standing of Emerson, but for the light they throw on important literary figures of 
his day. Illustrated by photostats of originals, and by photographs. A superb 


piece of book making. Six volumes, boxed. Before publication - - - - $25.00 
After publication - - - - $30.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





Coward, McCann 
Belden, C. - COMMON STOCKS AND UNCOMMON SENSE- from 4/20 to 5/8 


Doubleday, Doran 
Bailey, T. — POLYNESIAN VENTURE- Definite date 5/5 


Harper 
Berne, Victoria - TOUCH AND GO- from 4/2 to 5/4 


Biegeleisen, J. I. - SILK SCREEN STENCIL CRAFT AS A HOBBY- from 4/26 to 5/4 


Taylor & Lynn — THE DAY BY DAY COOK BOOK- from 5/18 to Fall 
White, E. L. - STEP IN THE DARK- from 4/26 to 5/4 

Knopf 
Haskell, H. J. - NEW DEAL IN OLD ROME- from 6/1 to 5/23 
Shepard, Odell - CONNECTICUT- from 5/1 to 6/1 


Norton 
Heiser, Victor ~ YOU'RE THE DOCTOR- from April to 5/5 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
de Saint Exupery, Antoine - WIND, SAND AND THE STARS- from indefinite date 


to 6/? / 
6/2 
Scribner - J: 


Merrick, E. — FROST AND FIRE- from 4/? to July 
Wicks, R. R. — HOW TO ACHIEVE A GOOD HOME. Change title to ONE GENERATION 
AND ANOTHER. Published 4/25. 


Simon & Schuster 
Albert, Katharine - REMEMBER VALERIE MARCH- from 5/? to 6/? 
Furnas, J. C. = SO YOU'RE GOING TO STOP SMOKING~ definite date 5/9 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MAY 15th TO JUNE lst 


~~ 


Ppudy 
May-+5 || - Donato, Pietro di - CHRIST IN CONCRETE (Bobbs Merrill) 


May 16 ~- Beard, Charles & Mary ~ AMERICA IN MIDPASSAGE (Macmillan) Book-of- 
the Month Club Selection for June. Note correct date. 


- Benefield, Barry - APRIL WAS WHEN IT BEGAN (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


May 18 - Millay, Edna St. Vincent - HUNTSMAN, WHAT QUARRY? (Harper) 

- Sloane, William - THE EDGE OF RUNNING WATER (Farrar & Rinehart) 
May 19 - Charteris, Leslie - THE HAPPY HIGHWAYMAN (Doubleday, Doran) 

- Nichols, Beverly ~ REVUE (Doubleday, Doran) 
May 28 - Jennings, John — NEXT TO VALOUR (Macmillan) 


MouZ2 ef 15 Matschat, Cecile H. ~ SEVEN GRASS HUTS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
May ? - Gruber, Ruth - I WENT TO THE SOVIET ARCTIC (Simon & Schuster) 
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